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Metric Conversion Ladder

1 meter, liter, or gram

deca - 10

deci - 0.1

centi - 0.01

milli - 0.001

hecto - 100

kilo - 1000

To convert to a 
bigger number: 

divide by 10
or

move the decimal 
point to the left

To convert to a 
smaller number: 

multiply by 10 
or

move the decimal 
point to the right

Example:
10 millimeters =

0.001 decameters

Example:
1 kilometer =

100,000 centimeters


